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their property. Again, in States like Colorado and Nevada, although only a moderate percentage of the population may be actually engaged in the occupation of mining, most of the remainder is in some way or other dependent upon it. Machinery is required in the mines, stores have to be kept going to supply the workmen, railways constructed to carry the produce, and food grown to enable everyone to live. Thus almost every industry in such States is only a line radiating from the common centre of mining; and it is little to be wondered at that such communities are always ready to cast a solid vote in favour of any legislation tending to benefit silver. Left to themselves, they would have "but little weight against the vast total of the population of the American Union. But every agriculturist feels, also, that he has a personal interest in the question. He bought his land, very likely, for a mere trifle, when in its virgin state, and borrowed money at a high rate of interest to clear and cultivate it. As long as prices were remunerative he paid his interest without a murmur, and lived comfortably on what was left. The competition of silver-using countries, however, has reduced the price of his produce to close upon, or perhaps even below, the cost of its production; while, at the same time, the demand of the bank or money-lender for the full rate of interest on his mortgage is inexorable.